Action needed now
to save our planet

If you have not seen Al Gore’s docu-
mentary on the environment, An In-
convenient Truth, then run, do not
walk, to your nearest: movie rental lo-
cation and rent or even buy a copy and
ensure every-
‘oneyou
know also
sees it, This
isnotagood
news story,
but one that
must be told over and over again until
it isunderstood that we have serious
problems with what we as a “civiliza-
tion” have done to this planet. Correc-
tions have to be made immediately in
the way we approach life. The planet
will always exist; it is not going any-
| where. However, human life as we
know it will change dramatically very
quickly unless we curb our non-sus-
tainable methods in many thingsthat
we collectively do.

I'was recently in Denver, Colo., ata
GreenBuild Conference where Ira
Magaziner, chairman of the Clinton
Climate Initiative, professed that we
have 3,650 days to change our ways,
stating that even Kyoto is not enough if
all countries commit. He commented
that we have toreduce our thirst foren-
ergy by 70t0.80 per cent within the next
decade. This is an uniprecedented time
in human history where we all must
acttogether. At the same event, Prof.
Jeffery Sachsfrom the Earth Institute
-at Columbia University stated expo-
nential population growth of 70 mil-
lionayear will carry:usfrom 6.5 bil-

{ liontoday to9billion in 2070. Earth’s

| ecosystem now stretched cannot take

| businessas usual.

| Asarchitects and designers of build-
ings, we haverecently builta series of
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buildings as best as our budgets will al-

low. These include schools and major
renovations at a local hospital which
will be LEED Gold (Leadership in En-

‘ergy and Environmental Design).

These buildings save up to' 75 per cent
more energy as requlred by the On-
tario Building Code. They have well-in-
sulated walls, warm-to-touch fibre-
glass windows, in-floor -heating and
cooling, and together over 15,000

square feet of green roofs. Butitisnot -
.. year we wait we lose more plants, more

enough. It is only the beginning of
where weall must go. Green building
isnotjustnice to dobut it is a must-do.
We have to evolve into “living build-
ings,” which produce their own energy
and give back to the grid supplying
power for other means. Currently, our
buildings use approximately 50 per
cent of the world’s power and cop-
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tribute the same amount to global
warming.

. 'The year 2007 represents the first
time that our global community will
pass into an urban world with more

_people living in cities than in the coun-

tryside. Now, more than ever, we need
tore-learn how to walk to work, to the
local markets and our schools, and
achieve sustainable urban design for
our cities while renovating brownfield -
sites limiting urban sprawl. Every

fish, more wildlife and clean air mak-
ing our task more difficult to achieve.
It is going to take us a millennium of
working together to repair this planet.
We have to-act now, because if not us,

who? If not now, when?
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