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Environmentally conscious firm designs with responsibility
to aesthetic, spatial, and financial needs

BY DEBORAH HELD
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"We solve :ip.]'l’i.]l !!lrl:-ll]u:llw as sensitively

A% ||-||mi'|'|]|.',‘ Passa says, "W go into

¢ Creating living buildings with high-
performance facades and infrastructure
that also allow nature to recreate itself
within them [through green roofs and green
walls] can offset our carbon footprint. 9

all projects withou any pri onceived
notinns of what was dond in the past;
rather, we look instead at a new devel-
opment within its site context and cliene
concerns for Space o determine the

brest resalution,”

Established in 1994, Passa Associates

Architects is a recognized leader in
green, nr'||w.':u4-!mg, and the hrm
has been called upon in workshops 1o
assist the {_'l.t:t ol Toronto with s own
green reeie] ||-=|]1.. ¥, lts sther environ-
mentally friendly design objectives
include using high-insulation values
without thermal lu ||E!:ing. in_\l:ai]m:_]
highly efhcient Aberglass windows, and
uti]iz:ng the latest computer e havaslos
ghes 1o moiscled aml quantify a E'.hu|||:]:n-=:'w.

eneTgy usage.

Hl'i_l..ﬂ'till:l.!: the « Ny s dedication 1o
green roohing and fiscal responsibility,
two of its most remarkable examples
wire the l.h..l"l'llgl!'l"u projects ol Wiml
sor's Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic Elementary School and the

L1 L'hriktilphl'r Cathalic E.[:':|:|1l.'1'|'|.|r.|.
Schowol, buil in 2003 and 2005, oS ey
t:i“.'l.}-. The schoaols have become the
new standards of cfficient educational
|11:|I-:|:n_g: in the provinee and now the
country. When built, St. Christopher’s
wias the third-most CRergy ellfwiem
l.'|1'|11-|'||1.1.|.‘:. school in Canada, Both
schools leature, among other innova
tions, the lirst use of live ;_'.n:d-.'n rool.
ing {0 oflsen the urban heat-islamnd
effect amil reduce coaling costs). 51,
Christopher features a 5, (00 sqpuare-
Fenant gd-l'ili'l'l roof, Both schools came in
|JI’1_II.'I:|. unaler hu-:!f_‘lrl, i1, {_'Ilrlv.h:[rh:'r‘
spes iIil.'.1||f|. Wil o umlﬂrh'd at 5350, 000
uniler |:|J1|g‘1'[ }. The 5t L'hrlﬂlrll]n'r
Sehool won the 2005 Conservation
Award for Education from the Es

sex Regional Conservation Authority,

I hanks 1o this effort, the Windswor Es.
sex County District School Board be-
came the first school board in Ontario
to mandare |'|:iE_I|J:| performance cnergy

elliviendey !hu-u;]i the Commercial

Joseph Passa, Principal

Building Incentive Program, with green
roofing becoming a requirement of all

W ConslrsdTion E:II (J;!'I. 1=

Other Passa Associates Architects
awards include:

* Awaridls of Excellence from the
Winidsor Construction Association
in 20000 and 2003;

* Wy Business Excellenae Award for
lechnology from the Windsor District
Chamber of Commerce.,

Passa himself is a highly sought lecturer
anel has ~|ll:lkr|'| at conferences in Ok
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tawa, Toronto, Boston, and Windsor

He has practived architecture all over
Canada and in the USA, Australia, and
New Zealand, where he _gru:lu.ﬂul from
the school of Architecture at Auckland

Lniversity,

‘.;n:lrl.].: forward, Pazsa 1s nu:rlurll: Lis
design buildings that are “net zero in
energy use while at the ame time being
energy pencrators that can h-'||'| solve
lohal -¢iith -
our global greenhouse pas concerns,
Given his credentials and achicvements,
our communitics will kold interest in

seeing that come to fruition. cng
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